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I. CLAIM AMENDMENTS 



Please amend the claims as indicated in the following listing: 

1 . (currently amended) A programmable apparatus for providing a pricing hint during an on-line 
g al e offori ftg -auction to a first computer connected to a network comprising: 

a second computer connected to the network; 
a database in the memory of the second computer; 

a program in the memory of the second computer for causing the first computer, 
respensivo - to a user se leoting 't ho databaao. t o determine if a user wants assistance with a bid in 
the on-line auction, and when the user waists assistance, causing the second computer to search 
the database, to identify a pricing hint, and to display the pricing hin t to the user on the first 
computer: 

wherein the user makesjhe bid in the on-line auction based on the pricing hint , ' 

2. (previously amended) The programmable apparatus of claim 1 wherein the program 
determines the pricing hint based on historical data by accessing the database to identify a 
historical price paid at an earlier date for a product matching the online sale offering, and to 
display the historical price on the first computer as the pricing hint. 

3. (previously amended) The programmable apparatus of claim 1 wherein the program 
determines the pricing hint based on a current price by accessing the database to identify a price 
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at which the on-line sale offering is currently being publicly offered for sale, and displaying the 
currently offered price on the first computer as the pricing hint. 

4. (previously amended) The programmable apparatus of claim 1 wherein the program provides 
the pricing hint based on a market value by accessing the database to identify a given number of 
similar products, to calculate the market value based on the given number of similar products, 
and to display the market value on the first computer. 

5. (currently amended) A method for providing a pricing hint during an on-line auction 
comprising the steps of: 

selecting an item on which to bi d in the on-line auction : 
determining whether a user wants assistance with a bid in the on-line auction: 
when the user wants assistance, invoking a bid advisor program; 
selecting a type of bid assistance; and 

responsive to selecting the type of bid assistance, searching a database, determining a 
pricing hint based on the type of bid assistance selected, and displaying the pricing hint; 
wherein the user makes the bid based on the pricing hint . 

6. (original) The method of claim 5 further comprising the step of placing a bid. 

7. (original) The method of claim 5 farther comprising the step of selecting a bid assistant. 
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8. (previously amended) The method of claim 5 further comprising the step of selecting bid 
assistance based upon historical pricing, by accessing the database to identify a historical price 
paid at an earlier date for a product matching the online sale offering, and to display the 
historical price on the first computer as the pricing hint. 

9. (previously amended) The method of claim 5 further comprising the step of selecting bid 
assistance based upon a market value by accessing the database to identify a given number of 
similar products, to calculate the market value based on the given number of similar products, 
and to display the market value on the first computer. 

10. (previously amended) Tbe method of claim 5 further comprising the step of selecting bid 
assistance based upon a current offering by accessing the database to identify a currently offered 
price at which the on-line sale offering is currently being publicly offered for sale, and displaying 
the currently offered price on the first computer as the pricing hint. 

11. (currently amended) A programmable apparatus for providing pricing hints during an on- 
line auction comprising: 

programmable hardware comprising: 
a server computer; 
a client computer; 
a database; 

a network connecting the server computer, the client computer, and the data base; and 
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a bid advisor program installed on said server computer that, responsive to unor selecting 
tho database determining that a user wants assistance with a bid in the on-line auction . eaases 
causes the server computer to search thea database, and; 

causes the client computer to display the- jipricing hint; 

wherein the database is selected from a group consisting of: a historical price database, 
current price database, and a market value database; 

wherein the historical pricing database contains a plurality of data adapted to be searched 
by the programmable apparatus so tha t when the historical price database is selected, a 
historical price paid at an earlier date for a product matching the online sale offering otm bo is 
identified and displayed on a user's the client computer a$ the pricing hint; 

wherein the current price database contains a plurality of data adapted to be searched by 
the programmable apparatus so tha t, when the current price database is selected, a price at which 
the on-line sale offering is currently being publicly offered for sale oan bej s identified and 
displayed on a u se r'g the client computer as the pricing hint; and 

wherein the market value data base contains a plurality of data adapted to be searched by 
the programmable apparatus so tha t, when the market value database is selected, a given number 
of similar products can be identified, a market value calculated based on the given number of 
similar products, and the market value displayed on €h«eg£s the client computer as the pricing 
hint; 

wherein the user makes the bid based on the pricing hint . 
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12. (previously amended) The programmable apparatus of claim 11 further comprising a 
historical pricing program installed on said server computer that accesses the historical price 
database to identify the historical price, 

13. (previously amended) The programmable apparatus of claim 11 further comprising a 
current price pricing program installed on said server computer that accesses the current price 
database to identify the current price. 

14. (previously amended) The programmable apparatus of claim 1 1 further comprising a market 
value pricing program installed on said server computer that accesses the market value database 
to identify the given number of similar products and to calculate the market value based on the 
given number of similar products. 

15* canceled 

16. canceled. 

17. canceled, 

18. canceled. 

19. canceled. 

20. canceled, 

21. (currently amended) A computer readable memory for causing a computer to provide a 
plurality of p ricing hints during an on-line auction comprising: 

a computer readable storage medium; 
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a market value data base, a historical price database, and a current price database accessible 
to said computer; 

a market value computer program, a historical price program, a&4-a current price program* 
and a bid advisor program stored in said storage medium; 

wherein the storage medium, so configured by said market value computer program, said 
historical price program, said cuirent price program, and said bid advisor program c omput e r 
pr - ogmiri , causes the computer to determine whether the user wants assistance making a bid, and 
when the user wants assistance making the bid, display 4h ea plurality of pricing bints based on a 
selection by a user of the historical price database, the current price database, eg - and t he market 
value database; 

wherein the historical pricing database contains a plurality of data adapted to be searched 
by the programmable apparatus so that a historical price paid at an earlier date for a product 
matching the online sale offering can be identified and displayed on a user's computer as thea 
first pricing hint: 

wherein the current price database contains a plurality of data adapted to be searched by 
the programmable apparatus so that a price at which the on-line sale offering is currently being 
publicly offered for sale can be identified and displayed on e the user's computer as & ea second 
pricing hint; and 

wherein the market value data base contains a plurality of data adapted to be searched by 
the programmable apparatus so that a given number of similar products can be identified, a 
market value calculated based on the given number of similar products, and the market value 
displayed on a the user's computer as th ea third p ricing hint; 

wherein the user makes the bid based on a selection from the plurality of pricing hints . 
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22. canceled. 

23. canceled. 

24. canceled. 

25. canceled. 

26. canceled. 

27. canceled. 

28. canceled, 

29. (currently amended) A programmable apparatus for providing a plurality of p ricing hints to a 
user during an on-line auction comprising: 

programmable hardware comprising; 

a server computer; 
a client computer; 

a database containing a plurality of historical data, a plurality of current offering 
data, and a plurality of market value data located in a memory of the server computer; 

a web browser program installed on said client computer; 

a bid advisor program installed on said client computer; and 

a network connecting the server computer, the client computer, and the data base; 
wherein the bid advisor program determines whether the user wants assistance with the 
pricing hints and when the user wants assistance, c auses the plurality of p ricing hint§ to be 
displayed on said client computer; 
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wherein the plurality of historical data is adapted to be searched by the bid advisor 
program so that a historical price paid for a product matching the online sale offering can be 
identified as the -a first p ricing hint; 

wherein the plurality of current price data i$ adapted to be searched by the bid advisor 
program so that a price at which the on-line sale offering is currently being publicly offered for 
sale can be identified as th e a second pricing hint; and 

wherein the plurality of market value data is adapted to be searched by the bid advisor 
program so that a given number of similar products can be identified, a market value calculated 
based on the given number of similar products, and the market value identified as the a third 
pricing hint; 

wherein the user makes a bid based on a selection from the plurality of pricing hints . 

30. (previously amended) The programmable apparatus of claim 29 wherein the bid advisor 
program further comprises a historical price program. 

31. (previously amended) The programmable apparatus of claim 29 wherein the bid advisor 
program further comprises a current price program. 

32. (previously amended) The programmable apparatus of claim 29 wherein the bid advisor 
program further comprises a market value program. 

33. (original) The programmable apparatus of claim 29 wherein the data base further comprises 
an historical pricing data base. 
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34. (original) The programmable apparatus of claim 29 wherein the data base further comprises 
a current price data base. 

35. (original) The programmable apparatus of claim 29 wherein the data base further comprises 
a market value data base. 

36. (original) The programmable apparatus of claim 29 wherein the bid advisor program is 
included within the web browser program. 
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